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Even our world-class chef is locally grown.

136 FRONT STREET  |  GREENPORT, NY 11944  |  631 477 6720  |  CHEFNOAHS.COM  |  #NOAHSGREENPORT

Chef Noah Schwartz in his kitchen prepares one of his creations.Small plates. Full plates. 
All locally inspired. Diners, expect a wonderful experience.
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Finally, 
summer’s 
here! 

HAMPTONS MONTHLY

IN THIS ISSUE

Lululemon

Finally, summer’s here! As you prepare to embark 
on this summer’s adventures, you may find 

yourself unprepared for the festivities. The first issue 
of Hamptons Monthly should help you get back on 
track for your most enjoyable summer yet. We’ve got 
great suggestions for doing Memorial Day Weekend 
right, and some ideas to help plan the whole summer 
as well.

You worked all year to get your body beach-ready; 
but if you haven’t found the perfect suit for the 
ocean or pool, we’ve got you covered. Whether you’re 
searching out Summertime Swimwear for the 
ladies, or the perfect trunks for a Mer Man, you’ll 
find great selections from incredible designers. 

If the bar-b-cue isn’t your speed this weekend, 
we highlight some of the Hamptons’ Sophomore 
Standouts. Making it through one summer is 
impressive enough; returning for a second is a true 
mark of a restaurant’s success. The restaurants we 

have highlighted are sure to become some of your 
favorites. Make your reservations now!

If you are looking for a great spot to meet the crew 
for drinks, consider some of the top Hotel Hangouts.  
Whether you are looking for awesome day drinking, 
a trendy crowd, or a romantic beach scene, there are 
great spots to check out. They may even inspire you 
to stay there on an upcoming weekend.

If great live music is what you’re after, we’ve got 
great suggestions. Top of the list for the start of the 
summer would have to be The Head and the Heart, 
bringing their indie-folk sound to The Surf Lodge on 
June 4th. We had a chance to speak to them about 
their band, their music, and all-things summer. 

The best season of the year is finally upon us, and 
Hamptons Monthly is excited to be your co-pilot as 
you begin your weekend jaunts on the East End. So, 
crank up your best Spotify playlist, and get ready for 
what will, no doubt, be the best summer of your life!
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Vitamin A Swimwear
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Kicking off your summer with 
the Memorial Day Weekend 

happenings not to miss

Memorial Day Weekend: an annual promise of warmth, sunshine, picnicking, paddling – 
the unofficial start to the summer. With the pristine beaches opening, the Atlantic still 

rolling coolly onto the shore in soft breakers, the morning mist giving way to the searing sun 
of midday, and the soul-warming glow of summer’s first sunsets, this is a 72-hour bonanza of 
magic. To make the most of it, we’ve gathered a few Memorial Day classics ideal for getting into 
that summer state of mind, whether you’re stopping into a B&B for the weekend or posting 
up in your summer share for a full season of shore time. So go on, grab a hot dog. Break out 
your surfboard for the first rollers of the summer. Wrap a sarong around your waist, or slip 
sandals between your toes. Now is the time, and if you’re anything like us, you couldn’t be 
more ready for another postcard-perfect Hamptons summer.

Back!!!Welcome



’Cue-tie Pie
Feeling patriotic – or at least ready for a hot dog? Good, because it just doesn’t get more 
star-spangled American than the annual Memorial Day BBQ at Baron’s Cove. Close 
your eyes and imagine a classic barbecue: hot dogs and hamburgers sizzling on the grill, 
fresh summer corn hot on the cob, creamy coleslaw and hearty potato salad on the side. 
That’s exactly what you’ll find here, along with a red, white, and blue dress code and 
tasty ice cream treats to finish the meal in style. 

Wine and cold beer are also available, and the Jon Divello Trio will play live music 
beginning at 2 p.m. Factor in a picture-perfect Sag Harbor setting, plus a sprawling 
waterfront perfect for dipping a toe or taking a stroll after a meal al fresco, and you’ve 
just about reached picnic Nirvana. Baron’s Cove was a summer hangout for the likes 
of John Steinbeck, Paul Newman, Jackson Pollock, and Art Garfunkel, leaving all-
American blood running through its veins and setting the scene for the Memorial Day 
gathering of the year.

(Sunday, May 28 from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m.) (Baron’s Cove, 31 W. Water St., Sag Harbor, 
844-227-6672)

Catch a Wave
Get shacked and saved during Montauk’s annual 
Blessing of the Boards. Known around the world 
as a surfer’s paradise, the end of the East End is 
a renowned break perfect for catching rollers all 
summer long. But safety first – and you can’t be too 
careful! That’s why this annual gathering draws wave 
riders from all around, including the sizable local 
community. Bring your board (or your rental; we don’t 
judge) for a welcoming service that combines the 
spirituality of the church with the sacred experience 
of communing with the ocean. Oh, and don’t fret if 
you’ve yet to take to the sea: skateboards, skimboards, 
snowboards, boogie boards, wood boards, and even 
ironing boards are also welcome here. 

It sounds wacky, but the Blessing of the Boards 
has been a Montauk tradition for seven years now, 
and each year the assortment of boards and blessees 
gets bigger and more diverse. Proof that there’s still 
a little good, old-fashioned New York Weird, even in 
the Hamptons.

(Sunday, May 28 from 9:15 a.m. until 11:15 a.m.) 
(St. Therese of Lisieux, 55 S. Etna Ave., Montauk, 
631-668-2200) 

Rosé All Day
Rosé – passé? No way! We’re still fully on the Drink 
Pink Bandwagon, and that’s why you’ll find us (and 
all of our friends!) at Dan’s Taste of Summer 
Rosé Soiree. This marquee event brings more 
than 25 local, domestic, and international pink 
wines together, alongside craft cocktails and beers, 
chefs’ tastings, and yes, even an after-party. It’s 
exclusively 21+, but with ID and a ticket ($125 for 
general admission; $185 for VIP), you get all the 
pink wine you can drink, plus exclusive bites and 
other beverages. 

VIP admission also includes the Rock Angel After 
Party, featuring Provence’s Rock Angel rosé and 
live music. Participating wineries include the East 
End’s own Bridge Lane and Macari, and restaurants 
serving food on site range from Paola’s to Peconic Gold 
Oysters to Pinch Chinese. On the rosé bandwagon? 
This event is practically driving right to the shore 
this Memorial Day Weekend (now that’s our kind of 
designated driver).

(Sunday, May 28 from 5 p.m. until 8 p.m.) 
(Southampton Arts Center, 25 Jobs Ln., Southampton)

"you get all the pink 
wine you can drink, 
plus exclusive bites 
and other beverages"

Dan's Taste of Summer Rosé Soiree

Memorial Day BBQ at Baron's Cove
Photo by Doug Young

Written by Leah Blewett
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Now that summer has come again, it’s time to start thinking about slipping back into a 
great bathing suit. There’s a wide scope of possibilities this season as this warm weather 

water options are all about variety. If you’re laying out by the pool, playing a rigorous round of 
volleyball, or simply laying out on the beach, a sublime bathing costume is an indelible item. It 
should be all about comfort. Don’t be afraid of tossing a sarong or a wrap into your beach bag if 
you like. And for the suit itself, patterns, cut, and shape are everything. While you might be more 
scantily clad in swimwear, all of your instincts on building an outfit can still apply. Have a look at 
some of these chic bathing suits for your summertime East End getaways.

As chance would have it, French engineer Louis Réard was the one responsible for debuting 
what we’ve come to know as the modern bikini in 1946. Decades later, it’s become a staple of 
women’s swimwear, and there’s no sign of it going anywhere. If you’re looking to turn up the heat 
(and a few heads), a bikini is a sure-fire way to go. 

summertime
SWIMWEAR

Bathing 
Suits for 
Weekend 
Getaways

Vitamin A
Camilla Cross Neck Top
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It’s a sexy midway point between a bikini and 
a one-piece. However, be careful: it is very 
easy to stray away from elegant class and 
into a tawdry realm. Florida-based clothier, 
Venus, has tackled the Monokini with graceful 
sophistication with the Beach Bella Monokini. 
Available in eight bold colors, from Cobalt Blue 
to Red Hot, it features a haltered bust with 
removable shaping cups and flattering, shapely 
boning along the sides. 

Athleta has stepped up to the plate with the 
beautiful Aqualuxe Tankini. With three colors 
to choose from--classic black, Prussian Blue, 
and Terra Cotta Solider--it’s an ideal choice for 
swimming, surfing, paddle boarding, or simply 
kicking back in style. Also, the seams bear an 
eye-catching and slimming cinching effect with 
an adjustable, yoga-inspired series of straps 
along the back for an added bit of theatricality.

One-pieces, while always reliable and a safe 
option for time by the pool, don’t necessarily 
have to equal boring or without heat. Club 
Monaco, always synonymous with refined 
finesse, has produced the Marysia Broadway 
Maillot one-piece to release you from your role 
as a maven in the office and transform you 
into a sun-kissed beach angel. Effortlessly 
glamorous, this stark white stunner is made 
from basket-woven fabric, and the torso leads 
to a halter silhouette up top, with a scalloping 
effect along the sides. 

Alternatively, if you’re looking for some 
California chic in a one-piece, the Vitamin A’s 
American-made Neutra Maillot is an excellent 
choice. A dramatic black solid, it’s made from 
a deliciously fine matte jersey that is built to 
last, while its center feature is a graphic back 
strap with a series of small horizontal straps, 
making yours a gloriously memorable exit. For 
a more flirty option, J Crew’s Halter bow-tie 
one-piece swimsuit in falling floral print makes 
for a delightful costume change. With two fresh 
colors, nana ditsy navy and nana ditsy red, it’s 
a traditional suit with a fun, off-center bow at 
the peak of the haltered top. The front is all 
delicate ingenue, while the back is scooped low 
for some added bombast. 

Vitamin A
Jaydah Braid Triangle Top & Bottom

Vitamin A
Stella Tie Back Top
Samba Ruched Back Bottom

Canyon Beachwear has unveiled a stunning 
collection this season. The Melissa Odabash Key 
West bikini is a playfully printed two-piece that 
draws its inspiration from visions of coastal weekend 
getaways. The sea spray blues form a scale-like 
pattern that will have you invoking a beachside 
siren. There are two additional variations available, 
including a shell crochet and an astonishing 
Moroccan print. It also features imperial gold ring 
detailing at the hips for an added flash of allure. 
Canyon also has a bolder option with the Vitamin A 
Black Ecolux Serra Keyhole Wrap Top, a sensational 

piece to pair with one of their Neutra Hipster 
Bottoms. Embrace your wavering warrior woman 
this summer. With a definite edge, the triangular 
cutouts of the top wrap around the upper body to 
form a structural silhouette. It’s cleavage to the 
nth degree, but with construction that will keep 
you blissfully secure.

Tankinis and Monokinis have been around since 
the 60’s, originally conceived as a topless swimsuit 
by avant-garde designer Rudi Gernreich. The 
resulting modern version has since had a frequently 
recurring presence on the beach and at the pool. 
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interview

FLAGPOLE

BRAND PROFILE

Stylish and practical. That's the end goal of every garment created by 
Flagpole, the New York-based luxury brand founded in 2013 by two friends 

sharing a love for beach culture. The collection's pieces, while primarily 
swimwear, are designed to take you beyond the beach by incorporating elements 
of athleisure and ready-to-wear.

Flagpole is meant to empower. The women who wear it are "bold and active, 
resonating poise, style, and self-confidence." Founders and designers Megan 
Balch and Jaime Barker opened up to Hamptons Monthly about the all-
encompassing power of feeling confident, their partnership with Oscar de la 
Renta, and their Made in NYC process.

Ariya Bikini

BEYOND THE BEACH SWIMWEAR



What’s a new trend in swimwear this season 
that we can expect to see in your line? 

A new trend in swimwear is multipurpose cover-
ups! This summer we are releasing a new cover-
up called the Francine, a wrap romper made 
with a modal French terry. It’s perfect for after 
the pool and cute enough to wear out to lunch. 

How do you want women to feel when 
wearing pieces from your collection, and 
how do you achieve that stylistically? 

We want women to feel confident. We spend a lot 
of time talking about the word, “confidence,” and 
about how it is a powerful and all-encompassing 
feeling that can affect everything from the way 
you walk into a room, to the decision on whether 
you are willing to try something new. 

For most, being in swimwear is one of the more 
daunting moments where you feel very exposed 
to the world, so any woman whose confidence 
we boost, or comfort we increase with one of 
our suits, is the ultimate accomplishment. We 
try to achieve this stylistically with flattering 
color-blocking details and strategically placed 
cuts outs. We believe you do not have to be overly 
exposed to feel sexy and sophisticated. 

You recently partnered with Oscar de la 
Renta. How did that collaboration begin 
and how would you characterize these 
pieces? 

We began working with the wonderful Erika 
Bearman, who introduced us to the Oscar de 
la Renta team. They wanted to take a new 
approach to swim in their spring collection, so 
when the opportunity presented itself for us to 
team up we were both really excited. 

What are your favorite summer activities, 
and what Flagpole pieces do you wear to 
do them? Are they designed to transition 
from one event to the next? 

MEGAN: My favorite summer activities, in 
no particular order, are: diving, playing yard 
games, and eating summer foods (which I deem 
to be anything from hot dogs to a lobster bake). 
My favorite suits are the Barkley and the Lynn, 
because they are both great for movement. I 
am almost always wearing a Barkley suit 
underneath my regular clothing, and I typically 
add a skirt or shorts over my Lynn suit when 
I leave the pool. 

JAIME: I love being in the ocean. Paddle 
boarding and snorkeling are two of my favorite 
summer activities, and with my sensitivity to 
the sun, the Kelly suit with long sleeves is 
perfect for me. At night I love to go out dancing 
and can typically be found wearing the Kelly as 
a body suit with a pair of high-waisted jeans 
and heels. 

Flagpole is “Made in NYC” certified. What 
does this mean? 

Essentially it means that we are dedicated to 
helping protect and fuel the creative, innovative, 
and extraordinary workforce that helps define 
the soul of New York City. To us, it means that 
we know our pattern makers, sewers, cutters, 
markers, and graders, and our button, cup, 
zipper, thread, and trim vendors on a first-
name basis. 

What’s next for Flagpole? 

Flagpole Sport! Fit and function have always 
been an important part of our brand DNA, 
so designing more sport-specific pieces is an 
expansion we are excited about in the coming 
year. 

"Our brands’ 
mutual 
appreciation for 
craftsmanship 
and classic 
American 
glamour made 
the collaboration 
seamless."Francine Cover-up

"We believe you do 
not have to be overly 
exposed to feel sexy 
and sophisticated."

"perfect 
for after 
the pool 
and cute 
enough to 
wear out to 
lunch." 

Joellen  Swimsuit
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WOMEN'S BEAUTY

BEACH
Maintain Your Radiance

for Fun in the Sun

Written By Michael Raver

beauty

Luscious Lips
While drinking plenty 
of water is one way of 

keeping your lips softly 
smacking, a reliable lip 

treatment is essential for 
a day by the sea. Luxury 

skin care and beauty 
company, Clé de Peau 

Beauté, offers a perfect 
lip treatment for just 

such an occasion: Soin 
Lèvres. 

A Whole New You
Exfoliation is an essential part 

of a good skincare regimen. 
Tatcha’s Polished Gentle 

Rice Enzyme Powder acts as 
both a powerful exfoliant as 

well as a cleanser. While it can 
be used for winter dryness, it’s 
also exceptional after a day at 

the beach. 

Soak Up the Sun
When you’re out for a day at 
the beach, Sunscreen is an 
absolute must. NARS Pure 
Radiant Tinted Moisturizer 
Broad Spectrum SPF 30 is 
an exceptional alternative to 
the hefty drugstore varieties of 
sunblock. The oil-free formula 
offers a sublimely thin but 
strong protection against rays. 

Glowing Skin
A good moisturizer is worth 
far more than its weight in 
gold. Luminous superstar Cate 
Blanchett has been a devoted 
user of SK-II for over a decade. 
Their Essential Power Rich 
Cream is a powerhouse of 
an anti-aging cream that 
gifts your skin with deeply 
immersive nourishment.

Streak Free
When wearing fewer 
layers in the summer, 
make sure that front 
line looks its best. You 
can’t have yellowing or 
deodorant stains under 
your arms. Enter Dove 
Invisible Dry Spray 
Antiperspirant. It goes 
on dry and is formulated 
with a fabric-safe oil.  



Editors' picks Hand-Chosen 
By Rue La La's
Fashion Editors

women's

Draper James 

Gingham Dress

Net-A-Porter

“Gingham dresses are perfect for lunch 

even if you’re not having a picnic”

Eugenia Kim
Straw Sunhat

MÓda Óperandi

Flamingo
Highball Glasses

Shopbop

Flamingo Float
Rue La La

Marysia Scalloped Bikini
Net-A-Porter

“A bikini that wil l last 
season after season”

“The best bag to bring to a 
party starts a conversation”

Chanel Handbag
Rue La La

“For summer parties 
there’s nothing more fun 
than a f lamingo theme”

Vita Fede
Hoop Earrings

Saks Fifth Avenue

Bon VoyageNotebookRifle Paper Co.



Editors' picks Hand-Chosen 
By Rue La La's
Fashion Editors

men's

Silk Tie
Embroidered Sailboats

J.Crew

“Because summer is when you 
wear a nautical-themed tie”

Oliver Peoples

Delray Sun

Rue La La

Hand Painted Cuff Links
Brooks Brothers

“Monogram cuff links are a classic”

Thom Browne
Leather-Trimmed Belt

Mr Porter

Twillory Dress Shirt
Rue La La

“A bright button down covers most 
summer party dress codes”

Private White V.C.
Seersucker Chino Shorts

Mr Porter
B721 Leather

Fred Perry
Post Shave Repair Gel

Kiehl's

“The best post-shave product 
around. This leaves your skin 

feeling refreshed”

FOR EVEN MORE FUN HAMPTONS COVERAGE, 
CHECK US OUT ONLINE 

HAMPTONSMONTHLY.COM 

DigitalHAMPTONS

DIGITAL VERSION OF
HAMPTONS MONTHLY

AVAILABLE FOR 
DOWNLOAD

What are your plans this weekend?
Visit HamptonsMonthly.com to help plan a fun filled weekend!

CHECK OUT OUR WEB EXCLUSIVES 



The summer’s just around the corner, and that means it’s time to get in gear for 
sunny weekend getaways. Why not make a statement this summer? After all, 

it’s been a helluva year and you deserve to kick it in style, upgrading to some sexy 
new threads to brake the waves. Whether you’re heading for the beach, stepping 
out to the pool, or sailing away in a boat, you’ll want a good swimsuit. 

A good bathing suit is always a must when heading out East, and while the 
cut is important, the color and print are, too. Even when opting for simplicity, 
there are details to consider, as the less you’ve got you on your body, the more 
these minute odds and ends count. This season be sure to check out some of these 
super-hot brands featuring some sleek and stylish swimsuits.

MER MAN
Stylish Swimsuits for Summer

Vilebrequin
Japanese Shrimps Swimwear 

Moorea in Prussian Blue



Vilebrequin
On Him: 

Tuxedo Midnight
Midnight in Black

On Her: Bikini Top 
& Bottom Tuxedo
Flechett in Black

Vilebrequin
Superlfex Tricolor 
Merle in Navy

TAILORED

SPORT CUT



TAILORED (FEATURED ON PREVIOUS PAGE)
For a tailored suit, which indicates a snug and more streamlined fit, English luxury brand Sunspel 
is an excellent way to go. With an ode to the ocean by way of their collection of blue, grey, and green 
shorts, they construct all of their swim pieces in fast-drying fabric with a superfine mesh lining. 
Their Liberty Print shorts are an ode to Sean Connery’s role as James Bond, after the company was 
asked to recreate his bathing suit in Thunderball for an exhibit at London’s Barbican. The result is 
a dapper ship-in-a-bottle print on an expertly tailored sea foam trunk that hits just above mid-thigh. 

For a more adventurous man, Miami-based swimwear brand Ilde Swimwear features a variety of 
steamy and vibrant prints on an array of tailored suits. While the company’s forte is in production of 
whimsical and vibrant prints, the MTR-0073 suit is a tip of the hat to classic suits of the 1950’s. Made 
from a super-soft black lycra, this bad boy is a snug, sleek, and classic square-cut trunk. It features 
a belt at the waist that will have you bringing some debonair sexiness onto the sand this summer.

SPORT CUT
Sporty swimwear has long been a reliable go-to for a great deal of the male population over 
the years. Penguin’s Athletic Side Striped Fixed Waist Swim Trunks are a throwback 
to the 1970’s with a hearty dose of modernity. With a dark denim look on polyester, they 
also feature red, white, and blue racing stripes along the sides. The drawstring closure 
at the front will keep everything up and where it’s supposed to be, making this a suit 
on which you can always rely. If you’re looking to invoke a more modern persona this 
summer, check out Penguin’s Floral Grid Fixed Swim Volley shorts, which at first glance 
give off impressions of futuristic black and white electronica. Upon closer inspection, 
however, the pattern is actually a floral, allowing you to show off your edge as well as 
your softer side. 

Athletic swim mogul Speedo has been notorious for producing the ultimate in sport 
gear for the water. The past few Olympic Games have debuted The Jammer, a form-
fitting suit that cuts just above the knee.  Their Interface Glow Jammer is a sleek black 
number with a radiating neon pattern zigzagging up the sides. Available in three different 
glowing accent colors, you’ll be able to don it for both the beach and for swimming laps 
at the pool. 

Written By Michael Raver

Vilebrequin
Year of the Rooster

 Embroidery Swimwear
Motu in Navy



One of the great benefits to 
surf wear is that the surface 
area provides more fabric 
to work with, allowing for 
exploratory patterns and 
bold statements with color. 
Supreme luxury brand Onia 
has had a fierce dedication 
to quality while aiming for 
timelessness design. The 
Alek Boardshort is a super-
simple affair, with a thick 
white drawstring capped 
with metallic tips. It’s 
available in four different 
variations: two solids and 
two colors of chic seersucker. 

H igh -end  c l oth i e r 
Vilebrequin has been 
storming the terrain of 
men’s swimwear for the last 
few years with an elegant eye 
for artistry and expression. 
Their Flocked Turtles Okoa 
Swimsuit is a fun alternative 
to the typical board short, 
with an elastic waistband, 
drawstring, and pockets. 
The swarm of adorable 
turtles are actually flocked 
onto the fabric rather than 
an ordinary print. Your suit 
will be lovably touchable as 
well as marvelously alluring 
at the same time. 

SURF-STYLE

Vilebrequin
Anchor Swimwear

Moloka in Navy

Vilebrequin
Graphic Fishes Swimwear

Okoa in Prussian Blue
& Classic Linen Shirt

Caroubie in Navy 

SURF 
STYLE

SPORT CUT
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Summer
SUNDRIES

Scrubbing Does       
a Body Good

Sabon’s Gentleman’s Body Scrub is a 
thing of wonder. Made with salt from 

The Dead Sea, it contains natural 
ingredients like Vitamin E, almond oil, 
and Jojoba oil. The grains of salt work 

hard to exfoliate dead skin and the 
nutrients in the scrub, when absorbed 
into your skin, penetrate deep below 

the surface to fight toxicity.

Written By Michael Raver

MEN'S GROOMING

Weekend Necessities 
for Perfect Skin 

My American vodka beats 
the giant imports every day.

Try American! It’s better.

Hamptons Monthly_full.indd   1 4/12/17   3:36 PM

Kiss It
Laying out in the sun can get 
your lips dried out. L'occitane 
en Provence has a glorious 
Shea Butter Lip Balm Stick. 
Shea butter comes from the nuts 
of the African shea tree and has 
been used as a moisturizer since 
the days of ancient Egypt. 

Moisturizer       
Is a Must 
There’s a large 
part of the male 
population that 
thinks moisturizer 
is the providence of 
women, but it’s not 
true, guys. Our skin 
dries out and needs 
loving the same way, 
and thankfully it’s not 
hard to do. Clinique 
For Men has a great 
moisturizing lotion 
that you can easily 
apply twice a day 
(morning and night). 

Sunshine 
Superman

Whatever you do this 
summer, wear sunscreen. 

For over 160 years, 
Kiehl’s has been a gold 

standard for skincare, 
and they have a kick-ass, 
high-level SPF 50 broad-

spectrum UVA/UVB. 

Don’t Sweat It
Four 48-hour protection 

against moisture and odor 
run Dove Men+Care Clean 

Comfort Antiperspirant 
Deodorant Stick under 

your arms. It offers powerful 
protection without dryness 

or irritation. 
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With Memorial Day marking the start of the summer season we break out 
the seersucker and rosè and take a look at all the exciting live events 

that pair perfectly with a sun-soaked day on the beach.

Saturday, May 27 
In ranks with the greatest rock groups of the 80s and 90s, 10,000 Maniacs kick 
off the summer concert series at the iconic Stephen Talkhouse in Amagansett. 
Contemporaries of R.E.M, The Police, and The Smiths, 10,000 Maniacs helped 
define the sound of Generation X with their pop-conscious and lush, alternative 
melodies. 

With hits “These Are the Days” and “Trouble Me” and their emotional cover 
of “Because The Night,” the group, which formed in Jamestown, New York, 
has maintained critical acclaim and a devoted fan base for their over-30-year 
history, with lead vocalist Mary Ramsey at the helm for the last 20 years. 
Their album In My Tribe was not only a Billboard smash but garnered them 
a place on Rolling Stone’s’ Top Albums of the 80s list. This legendary group, 
a leader in defining contemporary college rock, is not to be missed and is sure 
to offer a warm welcome to summer. (The Stephen Talkhouse, 161 Main Street, 
Amagansett, NY 11930)

The most decorated Tony Award-winning actress of all time, the incomparable 
Audra McDonald performs an exclusive one-night concert event at the 
Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center. In addition to her award-winning 
turns in beloved productions such as Carousel, Ragtime, and Porgy & Bess, 
McDonald has an illustrious film and television career including an Emmy 
Award-winning performance as Billie Holiday in Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar 
and Grill (a role she originated on Broadway). She also starred as Madame 
Garderobe in the recent blockbuster live-action remake of Beauty and the Beast. 

Here, she takes the stage in a concert featuring her soaring soprano as she 
performs songs from her celebrated stage career and her canon as a recording 
artist. From the stages of Broadway to opera and Hollywood film, Audra McDonald 
is one of the greatest living artists whose mastery transcends definition. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to see the luminous six-time Tony Award-winning icon 
in her element. (Westhampton Beach Performing Arts Center, 76 Main Street, 
Westhampton Beach, NY 11978)  

sweet sounds of
SUMMER
The Official Soundtrack for the Unofficial Start to the Season

Audra McDonald
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Sunday, May 28 
With his laid-back and soulful music, the Danish pop-folk singer Lukas Graham and his band 
provide the perfect soundtrack to a summer evening, and there is perhaps no better venue to take 
them in than The Surf Lodge. Reared in Christiana, the bohemian enclave of Copenhagen, the artist 
cites everything from The Beatles to Al Green to Dr. Dre as influences on his music. 

His breakout hits “7 Years” and “Drunk in the Morning” capture his sound, at once singular 
and effortless, drawing from his childhood, family, friends, and worldview. In addition to R&B and 
Funk, his vocals are also influenced by his years singing with the Copenhagen Boys Choir, creating 
a truly unique aesthetic. Paired with the stunning ocean views The Surf Lodge provides, an evening 
with Lukas Graham is a quintessential summer experience. (The Surf Lodge, 183 Edgemere Street, 
Montauk, NY 11954)

Saturday, June 4
The Seattle-bred indie-folk group The Head and the Heart brings its sweeping West Coast sound 
to Montauk’s Surf Lodge on Saturday, June 4th. The group, whose influences include Americana, 
country-rock, and classic Beatles-style pop, formed in 2009 when its members met by chance at an 
open mic night at Seattle’s famed Conor Byrne Pub. It was a mutual love of music and passion for 
songwriting that truly brought the six-member ensemble together.  

Following a hiatus in 2014 due to exhaustion from touring, the group re-formed, meeting in a 
bungalow in Stinson Beach, California, where they collaborated on their newest effort, the brighter 
and universally melodic album Stinson Beach Sessions. Singles such as “Shake,” “City of Angels,” 
and “Rhythm & Blues” highlight the group’s artistry in creating multi-layered soundscapes that 
are at once inspirational and soaring. The group’s music has also been featured in How I Met 
Your Mother, Sons of Anarchy, and Silver Linings Playbook. (The Surf Lodge, 183 Edgemere Street, 
Montauk, NY 11954)

there is perhaps 
no better venue to 
take them in than 

The Surf Lodge

It was a mutual love of 
music and passion for 
songwriting that truly 

brought the six-member 
ensemble together.

Lukas Graham and band
Photo by Chapman Baehler

The Head and the Heart
Photo by James Minchin

Written by Kyle Stockburger



Montauk getaway The Surf Lodge returns with its summer 
concert series Memorial Day weekend. Indie-folk band 

The Head and the Heart made the cut playing June 4 (following 
Sir the Baptist), stopping by the beach during a season where 
they're flexing some serious touring muscle as a major force at this 
year's Governors Ball, Coachella, Bonnaroo, Hangout Festival,and 
Sasquatch! 

The Seattle-based six-piece led by vocalist/guitarist Jonathan 
Russell, vocalist/violinist/banjo player Charity Rose Thielen, her 
husband singer Matt Gervais (filling in for Josiah Johnson, now on 
hiatus), bassist Chris Zasche, pianist Kenny Hensley, and drummer 
Tyler Williams regrouped after some much-needed time off. They 
wrote their new album Signs of Light, and the result is a collection 
of bright, breezy, and uplifting songs like the optimistic "Turn It 
Around," the free-flowing sing-a-long "Rhythm & Blues," and lead 
track, the infectious lead track "All We Ever Know." 

Drummer Tyler Williams brought Hamptons Monthly up to speed 
on the band's time off and, spending last summer by the beach 
just north of San Francisco writing their new record, and talked 
about the appeal of outdoor shows in places like The Hamptons...
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CONCERT SPOTLIGHT 
Interview

THE HEAD
& THE HEART

PUTTING A PULSE IN THE SURF LODGE CONCERT SERIES



The band took a break after several 
years of touring. How was it coming back 
together after having completely different 
life experiences?

It was really refreshing just because we spent 
so much time together and you feel like a 
family, you have so many shared experiences 
that nothing feels new anymore. We searched 
out new experiences, just lived life really. 
When we came back together, it was like a 
glowy, beautiful time. 

Your music has always felt 
effortless, free-spirited, and 
that is no different on new 
album Signs of Light. The 
Hamptons are a wonderful 
escape from the noise of the 
city. You have many outdoor 
shows this summer. What 
do you think will be most 
enjoyable about playing an 
open-air show at Surf Lodge 
in Montauk?

I mean what doesn't sound 
enjoyable about that? I think Jon 
was able to do a solo show there 
maybe about two years ago, and he always 
raves about it. Playing outdoors is sort of 
where music lives. I'm definitely cool with a 
beach vibe in the summer. We do have a lot 
of outdoor shows this summer, but none that 
have such an intimate feel. All the smaller 
shows have such a different energy. You can 
have a much deeper connection with the 
crowd. It's a little more intimidating, but 
maybe the open air will ease that—like, it's 
very zen.

"I Don't Mind" and "Colors" are really 
bright songs on this album. If you were 
to choose a five-song playlist to listen to 
this summer while on the beach or driving 

cross-country on tour, what would those 
tunes be?

I really have been enjoying the new Spoon 
record; there's a song called "Hot Thoughts" 
that I think is kind of perfect for a little 
summer playlist. I'll pick one of ours, "City 
of Angels;" it's just a nice, breezy summer 
tune. If you have a convertible you should 
put the top down for that one. My friend Lucy 
Dacus has a song called "I Don't Wanna Be 
Funny Anymore." Whitney's "No Woman;" 
they opened for us a couple months ago. I'd 

put the new The National song 
that just came out yesterday, 
"The System Only Dreams in 
Total Darkness."

What's a summer memory 
you have of The Head and 
the Heart?

My favorite summer memory 
with the band was when we 
were writing the new record in 
Stinson Beach, about an hour 
north of San Francisco. It's 
amazing. We reconvened there 
and had an amazing week at a 

studio on the glowing cliffside overlooking the 
beach. It really affected our record and it kind 
of felt magical. We heard about the studio 
from My Morning Jacket.

As a band, do you see yourselves 
connecting with the Montauk vibe and 
crowd given your casual, Bohemian style?

Yeah, I'd hope so. We're pretty chill bros. We 
kind of, you know we're not too precious, we 
kind of just like to honestly express ourselves 
in whatever song we write in whichever way 
we do it. I think we're fairly relatable people. 
If someone is at the show, just come up and 
say hello and we'll buy you a beer.

"Playing 
outdoors is 

sort of where 
music lives. 

I'm definitely 
cool with a 

beach vibe in 
the summer."

Written by Michael Menachem

"we kind of just 
like to honestly 

express ourselves 
in whatever 

song we write in 
whichever way 

we do it"

-TYLER WILLIAMS

-TYLER WILLIAMS
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Hotels in the Hamptons 
range from stalwart inns 

to hip boutiques to glammed-up surf 
shacks, and so too do their drinking scenes. 
Whether it’s a lazy afternoon or after-dark dancing 
you’re after, these hotels welcome any and all imbibers to pop 
in for a cocktail or two, or three…

Despite its luxurious trappings like stand-alone tubs and enormous beds, 
the laid-back Montauk Beach House isn’t a place for guests to hole up in their 

rooms. As much as it is a gorgeous hotel, it’s also a summertime events venue where there’s 
always something on—a sample sale, a fundraiser, Sunday day parties, nighttime dance parties 
under the stars—oftentimes set out back by its big cerulean pool. 

HOTEL
hangouts

Montauk Beach House

equally good for 
pumping up for a wild 

night or mellowing 
down after a morning 

surfing the waves 

Where to Check in 
for a Cocktail or Two



As such, its outdoor pool bar is an 
ideal spot for those looking to kick their 
shoes off and have a good time. Tropical 
drinks like Mai Tais, Pimms cups, and 
sangria are delivered to lounge chairs 
by a suntanned staff—equally good for 
pumping up for a wild night or mellowing 
down after a morning surfing the waves. 
(55 South Elmwood Ave., Montauk)

Baron’s Cove is a Northeastern 
dream of a Hampton’s hotel. In 

its 1960s heyday, it was a hideaway for 
creative types, including the likes of 
John Steinbeck and Jackson Pollock. 
But now, after its recent overhaul, every 
turn looks like an image from a Ralph 
Lauren campaign. Nautical stripes fill 
the elegant rooms and awnings, and 
rocking chair-filled porches overlook the 
picture-perfect pool and boats bobbing 
in Sag Harbor beyond. 

While its limited number of rooms 
lend a clubby feel to the establishment, 
anyone is welcome to enjoy a tipple in 
the Lobby Lounge, an indoor-outdoor 
space with a delicious menu of bar bites, 
friendly bartenders who can whip up 
whatever you like, and a rotating roster 
of local musicians. If you’re in search of 
a party, try elsewhere, but to curl up for 
an afternoon with some summer reading 
or relax to the sight of stars reflecting 
on the harbor, Americano in hand, then 
this is just the spot. (31 West Water St., 
Sag Harbor)

In the bar and lounge of Montauk’s 
oceanfront resort and spa Gurney’s, 

Regent Cocktail Club offers quite the 
opposite experience. Its style mixes a 
more decadent past with rustic trends 
of the present, contrasting plush high-
backed chairs and leather banquets with 
Aztec-inspired textiles and a convivial 
wooden terrace strung with fairy lights. 

Appropriately, there are fine wines and 
whiskies, but also fruity cocktails and 
Bloody Mary–Michelada combinations. 
Partygoers flock here in the evening to 

watch the sky change colors above the waves before grooving 
to the DJ beats until wee hours, many coming here after 
having spent a whole day at Gurney’s. The hotel’s Beach 
Club doesn’t require a membership to while a day away 
sunning on daybeds on a private stretch of beach, and the 
decadent spa affords Roman baths and an indoor saltwater 
pool. (290 Montauk Hwy., Montauk)

East Hampton’s Huntting Inn is one of the town’s most 
historic landmarks, a white-shingled, shuttered-window 

beauty that’s been standing guard here for more than three 
centuries. It’s an appropriate setting for the Hamptons outlet 
of legendary American steakhouse The Palm, which has 
been drawing ladies who lunch and businessmen on holiday 
since it opened in the 1980s. 

For a classy summer tête-à-tête without all the hoo-ha of 
more trendy joints or party spots, take a leather arm chair 
at the long polished wood bar and rest assured that you’ll 
enjoy top-notch drinks with some of the best service in town. 
An extensive cocktail list features summery options like the 
rum-based Cobbler full of berries and citrus or the Cucumber 
Basil Gimlet. But it’s hard to resist the legendary Palm 
Martini, with blue cheese–stuffed olives and a stiff pour of 
vodka. (94 Main St., East Hampton)

Lobby Lounge, an indoor-
outdoor space with a 
delicious menu of bar bites

Gurney's Regent Cocktail Club

Lobby Lounge at Baron's Cove

Written by Gabrielle Lipton54 HAMPTONSMONTHLY.COM



First time was the 
charm for these 

restaurants in the 
Hamptons, which opened 
last year to immense 
success. In case you 
missed them last year 
(or their tables were too 
booked), make note that 
they’re back for round 
two and are worth a try. 

Like a great wardrobe, 
sophistication and comfort is 

a far more sustainable approach to 
opening a restaurant than focusing 
on what’s hip and trendy. A case 
study in this is Arbor, which 
was the most hailed opening in 
Montauk last summer and is likely 
to maintain its top-rung position 
this year. Its sunken dining area 
was constantly filled, and there was 
never a dull night at its outdoor 
bar scented with the smells of the 
lushly gardened grounds. 

Its Mediterranean-inspired 
menu revolves around beauty of 
flavors and presentation both, 
incorporating local ingredients 
into dishes such as endive and 
watercress salad with duck 
prosciutto, balsamic-glazed burrata, 
local fish of day, and a lamb-and-
scallop rendition of a surf and turf, 
all fashioned into plated works 
of art. A diverse library of wines 
ensures there’s an appropriate 
accompaniment for each, poured 
at the perfect temperature thanks 
to an Enomatic wine dispensing 
machine. There’s no doubt that 
Arbor is here to stay. (240 Fort Pond 
Rd., Montauk)

Arbor, which 
was the most 

hailed opening 
in Montauk 
last summer 

and is likely to 
maintain its top-

rung position 
this year

SOPHOMORE 
STANDOUTS
Last Year’s Best New Restaurants Are Back With a Bang
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Fashioning local produce into fantastic Mexican 
fare, Union Cantina has succeeded in the 

difficult task of applying the local farm-to-table 
ethos to an international cuisine. And it doesn’t 
stop there. 

In the heart of Southampton, Union even manages 
to take classic dishes a step beyond their usual 
selves, stuffing pablano peppers with red quinoa 
and crab; piling striped bass with cheese, rojo chile, 
and cucumber pico de gallo in a “deconstructed” 
enchilada; and adding gourmet twists to mains, 
like the peach-glazed pork with plantain mash and 
grilled asparagus. Cocktails also get creative at the 
three bars here, particularly at the one entitled 
400 Rabbits, set in a part of the restaurant that 
was once a Prohibition-era speakeasy and is now 
pouring more than 100 different tequilas. (40 
Bowden Square, Southampton) 

Fuel now comes as comfort fare at a former 
filling station on Montauk Highway in East 

Hampton. The casual and cozy Service Station 
is a perfect stop-off for an easy lunch or dinner, 
with a large menu of every beloved American dish 
one can think of. 

Tomato soup with grilled cheese, steakhouse 
wedge salad, pizzas, rotisserie chicken, even warm 
fruit cobbler—it’s all here and reasonably priced. 
There’s even a kids’ menu for little ones. Classic 
cocktails such as stiff martinis and old fashioneds 
seem to go perfectly with the black-and-white 
environs, while touches such as a gas price sign 
harken back to the establishment’s 1920s gas-pump 
days. On a low-key summer night, the patio strung 
with fairy bulbs is the perfect place for a family 
dinner. (100 Montauk Hwy., East Hampton)

Go on vacation while on vacation at Oreya, 
the latest restaurant and lounge at the Capri 

Hotel that is meant to whisk guests to the Greek 
isles. Coming here is an encompassing experience, 
from the chic crowd to the atmospheric music and 
fine Mediterranean fare, cooked by wunderkind 
chef and TV personality Greg Grossman, who’s 
barely in his 20s. 

Don’t be put off by his age; even the New York 
Times struggled to find fault in his imaginative 
menu, with herbed tuna tartar formed into phyllo-
wrapped “cigars,” local lamb served with a North 
African mint chermoula sauce and lentils, and 

simply some of the best hummus one is ever likely to 
try. Guests can gather for a cabana-shaded cocktail 
by the pool in the afternoon before heading into the 
white and airy art-filled dining room for dinner, 
or vice versa; poolside parties often continue late 
into the night. (281 County Rd. 39A, Southampton)

If you’ve been wondering what all the fuss 
over Nikkei cuisine has been 

about during the past year or two, 
consider Kozu, a glitzy beacon of the 
delights of the Japanese-Peruvian 
culinary crossroads. With the menu 
developed by top chefs from Nobu, 
Le Bernadin, and Morimoto, it goes 
without saying that this is one of 
the best Nikkei spots anywhere in 
the region. 

Offerings range from delicacies 
like seared Wagyu with an aged soy vinaigrette, 
razor-thin fluke carpaccio with notes of citrus and 
an herbed oil, and a sushi menu of the freshest 
fish styled as both sashimi for the purists and a 
freshwater eel roll topped with foie gras and caviar 
for those wanting to splash out. Afterward, continue 

the night at Summer House, an on-site lounge 
with cocktails to be sipped on daybeds and tunes 
of jetsetting DJs. (136 Main St., Southampton)

Clubs, lounges, and daring menus have their 
place, but for a simply lovely night out, The 

Greenwich is something of a failsafe. Its menu 
of American food is restrained and refined, with 

just a handful of starters and mains, 
each sounding more appealing 
than the last: salmon crudo with 
avocado, peach, and lime; brioche-
crusted halibut with pureed tomato; 
Asian-inflected scallops with notes 
of sesame and mint. 

For a date night, consider the 
lobster broil or chateaubriand on 
the “Whole Roasted” menu for 
two. Whitewashed brick and white 

tablecloths are offset by colorful pop art, and 
aromatic cocktails are beautifully presented with 
flourishes of kaffir lime leaves and delicate flowers 
for a picture-perfect evening. (1020 Montauk Hwy., 
Watermill)

Oreya, the latest 
restaurant and 

lounge at the 
Capri Hotel that 

is meant to whisk 
guests to the 

Greek isles 

Kozu, a glitzy 
beacon of the 

delights of 
the Japanese-

Peruvian 
culinary 

crossroads. 

Written by Gabrielle Lipton
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CHEF SPOTLIGHT Interview

Montauk has been shifting from wild party times 
to a more subtle way of hospitality, and Arbor 

Montauk’s Executive Chef Pierre Sudre shares some 
words with HM about how his eatery rides the unstable 
Hamptons waves.
It’s not uncommon for restaurants to fold after a single season 
in the Hamptons. What do you think allowed Arbor to dodge the 
kind of pitfalls that kill other eateries?

It’s not an easy business to open a restaurant. Run it for a season and 
have to decide not to re-open the doors next year is very unfortunate. 
I’d say that our strength is the years of collective experience that we 
bring as a team. This enables us to keep a pro-active behavior by 
constantly keeping our fingers on the pulse of the business. 

Our first season was not perfect, but we nurtured the good and 
continuously adjusted and fixed the bad as the summer went on. 
Understanding that restaurants are living, breathing things that 
need a lot of attention for growth, we treat all our properties like 
children. They have their own personality; we are just here to help 
them reach their very best potential. We go out of our way to hire the 
right people to help us accomplish our goals. Our employees are not 
only our workers, they are our best brand ambassadors. That is always 
a big part of our success.

Montauk is such a different area than the rest of the Hamptons. 
Unlike most villages, where everything is located within a close 
village proximity, visiting MTK spots can take a bit of extra 
mapping. Do you ever think it might have been easier to have set 
up shop in snug East Hampton, Sag Harbor, or neighborhoods 
like that?

As a philosophy, our decisions are driven by unique opportunities and 
locations. It started with Duryea’s Lobster Deck. Then the opportunity 
to give a new life to another property that has been around for decade. 
With the train station across the street, the large parking space, and 
close proximity to the water, Arbor followed. Lulu’s Kitchen and Bar 
in Sag Harbor is coming very soon. Who knows what will be next?

Local trawlers are often within sight of Arbor. Does being located 
so close to where the big fishing boats dock and work inspire 
your menu? Do you ever get a crack at fish right out of the nets?

Now that you are mentioning it, yes we do! We literally get our fish right 
out of the nets. From the first brainstorming of what Arbor should be, 
we knew that fresh, local, seasonal product had to be the foundation 
of the menu. Being surrounded by water, it was obvious we needed to 
feature the best fish. After a few “prospects” we were able to get out 
fish right off the dragger when they are docking in Montauk’s harbor. 

PIERRE SUDRE

"Our food 
philosophy 
is pretty 
straightforward, 
fresh, local, and 
seasonal."
PIERRE SUDRE

EXECUTIVE CHEF AT ARBOR MONTAUK



Written by Ian Shapiro
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What sort of food game plan is in effect for 
Arbor in 2017? Are you making any big menu 
upgrades?

Arbor is a bistro, a Mediterranean grill, seafood, 
and raw bar. Our food philosophy is pretty 
straightforward, fresh, local, and seasonal. We 
like to feature dishes that are uncomplicated and 
hearty, that guests can recognize and enjoy with 
friends and family. One of our [points of] pride is 
to work with local farmers and local food producers 
because we know that local food is always better.

Nightlife in Montauk has calmed a bit since 
the end of 2015 / start of 2016—and Arbor isn’t 
necessarily a wild place—but with the new, 
chilled-out MTK attitude, any thoughts toward 
adding more late-night or weekend day party 
events?

Correct, Arbor is not a club. Arbor is a restaurant 
by all means, although this year we are introducing 
a revisited outdoor space. We are confident the vibe 
in the garden (which will feature a new outdoor bar 
and dining table) will be the right place for some 
“chilled-out MTK attitude” drink and food.

Let’s play “Perfect Plate for ___”: It’s July 
4 weekend, and Montauk is jammed with 
people. Is there a perfect dish, paired with a 
perfect drink, you would recommend for such 
a situation?

In the American spirit of 4th of July… steaks! Ours 
are seasoned and grilled to perfection.

And to go with that steak? Let’s explore our wine 
menu. The ”wine flight” program at Arbor has 
an unique way to make you discover different 
wine without committing to an entire bottle. Our 
recommendation: Gruet Blanc de Noir’s NV, Barda 
Bodega Charca Pinot Noir 2014, and Dogliani Papa 
Celso 2013. 

Now it’s mid-August, it’s Sunday afternoon, the 
sun is blazing overhead, and the thermometer 
is popping in the 90-degree range: what’s 
the perfect plate and paired drink for an 
afternoon meal?

That’s a no-brainer – raw bar seafood platter: 
chilled Montauk Pearl oyster local top neck clam, 
shrimp, crab, and lobster. Everything of the freshest 

quality served nicely chilled. To drink with that, 
probably a magnum of Chateau Regusse Rose wine 
Cote de Provence. This is your A+ scorecard.

A couple has arrived to dine, clearly part of a 
romantic rendezvous. What’s your most date-
worthy dinner dish, and what drink must go 
with it?

Definitively shared plates of some kind, and being 
at Arbor, I’d recommend a selection of signature 
appetizers:

• Tuna tartare with avocado 
       and sashimi dressing

• Truffata: our signature flat bread 
       topped with Stracciatella, truffata,
      arugula, and pickled onion

• Beef carpaccio topped with shaved 
       parmesan, capers, and berries

Drink-wise on a romantic night, you deserve some 
fine bubble. We have a splendid selection of Prosecco 
and sparkling wine, but if you want to raise the 
bar: Billecart Salmon Rose Champagne. 

One more: a group of surfers has wrapped 
the day. They are hungry (and a bit beat up 
from their adventure) …What lunch and drink 
would you recommend for these folks?

Got to feed those hungry folks!! Our pizzas are 
fantastic. Try the Artisan Margherita made with 
pesto tapenade topped with Heirloom carpaccio 
or the Portobello cheeseburger made with a mean 
8oz grilled angus patty, Portobello mushroom, and 
Mecox cheddar on avtoasted brioche bun. Not sure 
it’s enough; let’s have some sides: truffled mashed 
potatoes and cheese risotto should get the job done. 
Got to wash it all down? We have a great selection of 
locally crafted brews that should quench your thirst.

Before the 2017 season comes to a close, do you 
have any goals for Arbor, present and future, 
you’re aiming to achieve?

The goal is and always will be to serve great reliable 
food paired with the right drink, discrete and 
efficient service, in a fun and casual atmosphere 
surrounded by amazing décor and gardens. 
Transport people’s minds to help them unwind, 
relax, and have fun with friends and family.

TRUFFATA: 
Arbor's 
signature 
flat bread 
topped with 
Stracciatella, 
truffata, 
arugula, and 
pickled onion
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1. When decorating, never rush the 
process
Michaan urges all homeowners to slow down 
when picking out new furniture. “I think you 
really need to take your time buying,” she 
says. “I think it’s good to get your big pieces of 
furniture and live in the space and see what 
[else] you need,” she advises. “Oftentimes, 
people buy things because they just like them, 
but there’s really no space, rhyme, or reason for 
it.”

2. There’s something to be said 
about keeping things neutral
Remember: You can always add a touch of 
creativity with simple objects. As the weather 
changes, the interior designer uses “different 
pillows, bedding, and even art” to spruce up 
her space. “I love to kind of live seasonally,” 
she explains. “Especially being in the 
Hamptons, you design a beachy house that’s 
very appropriate for the summer, but people 
come out all year.” To do that, “I’ll switch out 
the bedding to something a little warmer, I’ll 
do some more pillows, some sheepskins in the 
living room, and then there’s the little things, 
like flowers.”

3. Let your own life inspire you
Michaan describes her childhood home in Pound 
Ridge, about an hour north of New York City, 
as “very laid back.” Her mom, a yoga teacher, 
taught her about the practice, “and I took a lot 
of that into design school and my philosophy on 
design.” The result? A belief that “your house 
should kind of be your sacred place, a place 
that you walk in the door and you feel instantly 
relaxed,” she says. “It’s your space,” so infuse it 
with who you are and where you come from.

4. Looking for help? You might want 
to think small
When prompted about the pros and cons 
of hiring a big interior design firm versus 
a smaller one, Michaan expounds on the 
differences between the two. “Working 
one-on-one with someone, we go to a lot 
of the showrooms together, we’re in close 
communication, and it’s a fun process.” A bigger 

firm, in contrast, is “doing 10 or 15 projects at 
a time. They’re very busy.” It all comes down to 
the person that you are and the experience that 
you are seeking: “If you’re the type of person 
who just wants to hand the project over to a 
big company, and you trust that everything 
is going to be perfect, [go for it]. With me, we 
work together, and I get very granular with 
everything.”

5. Social media is your friend
In some way diverging from popular opinion, 
Michaan feels rather hopeful about the use of 
social media within her industry. “Instagram 
is great,” she says. “It’s free advertising, and it 
really is a way to show my brand.” Specifically, 
she utilizes it to connect “with a lot of different 
vendors who I never heard of through the 
design world.” How can you, as a consumer, 
make the best of it when redecorating? “It’s a 
very visual business,” says Michaan, so feel free 
to browse through your feed and get inspired. 

6. You’re allowed to add items to 
your wish list even after redecorating
Who says that being an interior designer 
means fulfilling all your furniture-related 
desires? Mentioning two easy chairs by Heinz 
Henry as some of her favorite pieces in her 
Bridgehampton home, Michaan admits that 
there are still some things she dreams of adding 
to her space—namely, a “beautiful bed frame.” 
Which begs the question, what is on your home 
décor wish list?

7. When hosting, your outdoor 
space is just as important as your 
indoor one
Summer in the Hamptons means lots of friends 
coming over all the time. “I think the beautiful 
thing about entertaining out here is you don’t 
need very much,” Michaan says about hosting. 
“It’s always [nice] to have bottles of wine [on 
hand], and then I go to the farm stands a lot 
and I’ll get some fruit, I’ll get some cheese, and 
then [it’s all about] being outside.” After all, as 
she reminds us herself, “the Hamptons kind of 
sells itself: sitting outside having some wine is 
really all you need.” 

LOCAL PROFILE

STEPHANIE 
MICHAAN
Seven Home Décor Tips From The Interior

Stephanie Michaan is the founder of  The Interior (@the.interior), a New York-
based lifestyle brand that offers interior design services and home goods. With 

a house in Bridgehampton, an apartment in Manhattan, and a variety of clients in 
New York and beyond, Michaan is clearly an interior design guru.

Focusing on an aesthetic that she herself defines as “very minimal,” Michaan spends 
most of the year in the Hamptons, enjoying her “sanctuary” of a home, her favorite 
local design spots (JANGEORGe, MONC XIII, Bloom), her go-to beach (Ocean Road 
Beach) and, of course, entertaining friends and family. Who better, then, to give 
us some tips on how to revamp our homes just in time for summer hosting duties?

Interview

Written By Anna Ben Yehuda



How did you get into ocean art photography? 

As a lifelong surfer, there were so many moments 
in the ocean that were so stunning that I wished 
I was able to share it with my family and friends. 
Around 2008 I picked up a point-and-shoot camera 
and decided to start shooting in the water while 
trying to not get the camera wet. It was then that 
my desire to bring that same imagery to my friends 
and family began to transpire. Fast-forward a few 
years, and that is when I started to take my gear 
to a more professional level where I was able to 
really start capturing the magic.

What are the ideal conditions – time of day, 
weather, surf – for shooting? 

I could honestly write a whole book about this, 
but generally speaking the most ideal conditions 
are dependent on individual preference. I mostly 
prefer to shoot at sunrise and sunset when the 
colors are most vivid; photographers call it the 
"golden hour." For me, the more color the better! 

You’ve taken pictures all over but, what 
makes the Hamptons special? 

I cannot really explain it, but there is something 
magical about the light on the eastern end of Long 
Island. I have my theories, but I'll keep them to 
myself! For photographers, light is everything. 
The better the light, the better the photos. The 
sweeping white sand beaches and deep blue ocean 
might also have something to do with it!

Do you have any favorite pictures that came 
from a completely unexpected moment where 
things just lined up perfectly for you? 

Many of my most favorite images come from days 
that I least expected them to happen! This past 
winter during a blizzard, I was out surfing with 
a few buddies when I noticed the horizon started 
to glow as we got close to sunset time. I got out of 
the water with about 15 minutes left until sunset, 
carefully put my camera into its housing, sprinted 
back down to the beach, and swam out just as 
the sun began to make the sky explode in a pink 
and orange blizzard-like oasis. I was able to nab 

one shot that I was happy with, but it was the 
idea of being able to freeze that whole experience 
in time that really made that particular image 
special for me. 

What are some safety or other risks you’ve 
taken to capture an image? 

The ocean is inherently a dangerous place to 
be, as I have been swept out to sea, caught in 
lightning storms, and held under for longer than 
I'd ever want to be. I also recognize the fact that 
plunging myself into the ocean where there is 
nobody around for miles in the middle of winter 
can be very risky business. I do this because I love 
it, and I generally take the necessary precautions 
before plunging myself into the abyss. It brings 
me no greater joy capturing the raw and natural 
beauty of the East End. 

Are there any new styles or techniques that 
you’re looking to incorporate into your work? 

Every time I pick up my camera, I try to learn 
something new. As of lately, I have been trying to 

capture completely new perspectives of the same 
common places that I love to shoot. I am also slowly 
dipping my feet into "lifestyle" photography, trying 
to incorporate people into my photography as well. 

What are three tips you’d give to amateur 
photographers developing an interest in this 
art? 

1. Be passionate. 2. Have fun with it. 3. Double-
check that your camera housing is sealed each 
time you hit the water!

Where can we find your work this summer? 

I am excited to announce my collaboration with 
The Montauk Beachouse, where my work will be 
found throughout the hotel this season. My work 
also spends time up each season for various events 
in Gallery At The Terrace, which is also located 
in Montauk. As always, you can keep up with my 
daily adventures by following me on Instagram 
@SaltyVisionz. 

Opening reception at The Montauk Beach House 
on Friday, May 26.

ERIK SCHWAB
Having an "obsession with water" since before he can remember, ocean art photographer 

and East End local Erik Schwab whiles away his summer in the waves surfing 
and snapping some pretty breathtaking images. He's been able to tie all of his passions 
together and says it's a dream come true. Erik took some time before diving back into 
the abyss to chat with Hamptons Monthly about how he developed his art, the risks 
he's taken for it, and where we're able to see his work this summer.

COMBINING PASSIONS TO CREATE ART
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT Interview
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26 27 28
FRIDAY
6:00pm
Son Little 
The Surf Lodge
8:00pm 
Kiefer
Sutherland
The Stephen 
Talkhouse
10:00pm
Booga Sugar
The Stephen 
Talkhouse

SATURDAY
6:00pm
Cole Ramstad
The Surf Lodge
8:00pm
10,000 Maniacs
The Stephen 
Talkhouse
8:00pm
Audra McDonald
WHBPAC
 

SUNDAY
6:00pm
Lukas Graham
The Surf Lodge
7:00pm
Lucky Chops
The Stephen 
Talkhouse
9:00pm
Roctopus
The Stephen 
Talkhouse

THURSDAY
8:00pm
Spaghetti 
Westerners w/ 
James Kennedy – 
The Sauce Boss
The Stephen 
Talkhouse

FRIDAY
8:00pm
The Nancy Atlas 
Project 
The Stephen 
Talkhouse 
10:00pm
PUMP!
The Stephen 
Talkhouse 

4
SUNDAY
5:00pm
Sir the Baptist 
The Surf Lodge
6:00pm
The Head 
and the Heart
The Surf Lodge
10:00pm
Reggae Night w/
Winston Irie
The Stephen 
Talkhouse 

LIVE MUSIC MAY 25 - JUNE 7 HAMPTONS

SATURDAY
6:00pm
Benjamin Booker 
The Surf Lodge
7:00pm
Bob Schneider 
The Stephen 
Talkhouse 
8:00pm
The Pitchforks – 
All Stars 
WHBPAC
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O BROADWAY THEATRE, 1681 BROADWAY AT 53RD STREET  •  TELECHARGE.COM  •  212-239-6200  •  SAIGONBROADWAY.COM

SEE IT THIS SUMMER • LIMITED ENGAGEMENT
NY1NY1

T H E  P H E N O M E N A L
N E W  P R O D U C T I O N WNBC

T H E  P H E N O M E N A L
N E W  P R O D U C T I O N WNBC”

“

The New Yorker

Son Little
10,000 Maniacs Lukas Graham

The Nancy Atlas Project

Benjamin Booker Sir the Baptist

The Head and the Heart
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SATURDAY
12:00pm
Vine to Wine Tour
Sannino Vineyard
6:00pm 
Hamptons
Summer
Kick-Off 
Bridgehampton 
Tennis & Surf Club 
8:00pm
Comedy Club –
Colin Quinn
Bay Street Theater
 

SUNDAY
1:00pm
All American
BBQ 
Baron’s Cove
5:00pm
Dan’s Rosé
Soiree 
Southampton Art 
Center 

MONDAY
10:00am
ARF Designer
Show House and
Sale
AFR Thrift &
Treasure Shop
 
 

TUESDAY
7:00pm
A New Musical 
from the 
Producer of 
Hamilton: The 
Man in the 
Ceiling
Bay Street Theater

WEDNESDAY
2:00pm
Tour of the 
Watermill Center
The Watermill

THURSDAY
8:00am
Polo Lessons
by Professional
Players 
32 Whooping 
Hollow Rd. 

FRIDAY
8:00am
Polo Lessons
by Professional
Players 
32 Whooping
Hollow Rd. 

 

SATURDAY
1:00pm
Southampton
House Tour 
“Insider’s View” 
Thomas Halsey 
Homestead 
6:00pm
Barn Dance at
Kilmore Farm 
Kilmore Farm
 

 

SUNDAY
7:00pm
A New Musical 
from the
Producer
of Hamilton: The 
Man in the
Ceiling
Bay Street Theater
 

TUESDAY
7:00pm
Trivia Tuesday 
Brewology
 

 

 

EVENTSHAMPTONS
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*not all events included*

FRIDAY
12:00pm
Memorial Day
Weekend 
Show on
the Green 
Montauk Green
 

1
2

4

29

MONDAY
8:00am
Golf Outing
Maidstone Club
 

MAY 25 - JUNE 7 
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Good businesses like Hampton Jitney invest in local organizations 
in big ways. For i-tri girls Hampton Jitney is transporting 140 
middle school girls, from Montauk to Mastic Beach, to and from 
training for this summer’s Hamptons Junior Triathlon, making 
them feel the power of  possible.... No small ticket. 

We are goodcircle and we make “good partnerships“ even better 
by building collaborations between businesses, non-profits & good 
people like you. Good is better when we do it together. Find out 
how at goodcircle.org. 

Better Together...
MYTH #1: ALL COSMETIC SURGERY CENTERS ARE CREATED EQUAL.

FACT: “The biggest misconception is that cosmetic surgery can be done anywhere,” says Dr. Alexes Hazen, 
associate professor, Hansjörg Wyss Department of Plastic Surgery at NYU Langone. In fact, the quality, 
safety, and breadth of surgical options varies widely from center to center. The price you may pay in poor 
results or complications with an inexperienced surgeon can be much higher in the long run.
Surgery at a facility associated with a major medical center provides an assuring focus on patient safety and 
close access to intervention in case of any complications. “Our facility at NYU Langone offers the support of 
an experienced, dedicated, and fully integrated clinical team, from anesthesiology to nursing care and even 
nutritionists, all committed to helping our patients look and feel their best,” says Dr. Hazen.
BOTTOM LINE: Look for a board-certified plastic surgeon at a facility accredited by the American Association 
for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery Facilities (AAAASF) — the gold standard for surgical care.

MYTH #2: WHEN IT COMES TO COSMETIC TREATMENTS, THE LATEST IS ALWAYS GREATEST.

FACT: “All new procedures should be considered in the context of long-term results,” says Dr. Eduardo 
Rodriguez, chair, Hansjörg Wyss Department of Plastic Surgery at NYU Langone. “We balance the latest  
and greatest treatments with knowledge of their effcacy and safety to ensure the best possible outcomes   
for our patients.” 
BOTTOM LINE: Ask your cosmetic surgeon if the treatment you’re considering has been proven safe and 
effective before deciding to try it.

MYTH #3: COSMETIC PROCEDURES REQUIRE A LOT OF DOWNTIME FOR RECOVERY.

FACT: Recovery from cosmetic procedures could be a lot faster and easier than you may think. “Today, we can 
choose from a number of proven, minimally invasive treatments to help patients reduce their waistlines or 
preserve their youth,” says Dr. Rodriguez. These treatments include chemical peels, which have evolved from 
the more abrasive peels of the past; laser therapy and microneedling for facial resurfacing; and Vanquish for 
stubborn fat cells around the waistline and thighs.
BOTTOM LINE: Arrange a consult with a reputable surgeon to hear about the wide range of available options 
so you can weigh which procedure will most effectively and safely help you achieve your desired result.

COSMETIC  
SURGERY MYTHS3 ( AND THE TRUTH BEHIND THEM )

If you’re one of the millions of people considering cosmetic surgery, you may be wondering how to navigate 
the wide range of available options. Here’s how to separate myth from fact as you choose the best approach.

When it comes to cosmetic surgery, a small change can make a big difference. 
From anti-aging therapies to look younger to cosmetic procedures that 
subtly enhance appearance, the plastic surgeons at NYU Langone have 
the skills and expertise to help you look and feel your best. 

Learn more at nyulangone.org/cosmeticsurgery  
or by calling 212-263-3010.

NYU1674_NYU Langone_Hamptons Monthly_Cosmetic Surgery Myths_MunnRabot_Release.indd   1 7/6/16   11:11 AM
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